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Brian Kelley, Editor

W
ASHINGTON — In au-
tumn 1941, a few German 
units in Hitler’s drive 

toward Moscow reached the city’s 
outer suburbs, close enough to see 
the Kremlin’s spires. Then Soviet 
forces counterattacked against a 
German army that lacked winter 
clothing because the high com-
mand had promised that the So-
viet Union would fall before snow 
did.

A year ago, Vladimir Putin 
launched what he 
believed would be a 
quick dash to Kyiv. 
A few army units 
briefl y touched the 
city’s suburbs.

Russia’s esti-
mated 60,000 
military deaths so 
far are more than 
U.S. deaths in eight 

years in Vietnam, and four times 
what the Soviet Union lost in a de-
cade in Afghanistan.

The “Putin exodus,” which be-
gan well before the invasion and 
is accelerating, has cost Russia 
hundreds of thousands of mobile, 
educated young civilians.

Strategy scholar Eliot A. Cohen 
writes in the Atlantic that ele-
ments of Putin’s army “have to 
be kept at the front by the fear of 
blocking units that will gun down 
soldiers fl eeing the battlefi eld.”

Putin’s gangster regime has 
scrounged for cannon fodder in 
Russia’s prisons, fi nding criminals 
to wage a war conducted as a war 
crime.

Hence the pertinence of 
Nuremberg, where in 1946 the 
fi rst of the charges against some 
Nazi defendants was of aggres-
sion, which the tribunal called 
“the supreme international crime” 
because “it contains within itself 
the accumulated evil of the whole.”

Other charges included war 
crimes, crimes against humanity, 
and genocide. These categories 
are capacious enough to include 
Putin’s indiscriminate rocket and 
artillery attacks on civilian con-
centrations and infrastructure, 
and the rapes and tortures infl icted 
by his rabble soldiery.

Wartime atrocity charges often 
merit skepticism. When, however, 
Ukraine says Russians are scat-

tering booby-trapped — explosive 
— toys to maim children, who then 
require caregivers, remember that 
Soviet forces did this in Afghani-
stan.

And Putin’s abduction to 
“re-education camps” in Russia of 
unknown thousands of Ukrainian 
children is an attempt at cultural 
erasure akin to what his Chi-
nese soulmates are doing to the 
Uyghurs, which U.S. policy has 
branded genocide. Putin is refut-
ing his war rationale that Ukraini-
ans are culturally Russians.

Putin can win only by Ukraine’s 
allies choosing to lose by not 
maximizing their moral and ma-
terial advantages. He is counting 
on Western publics’ support for 

Ukraine being brittle, and espe-
cially on the multiplication of Josh 
Hawleys.

This freshman Republican 
senator and probable presidential 
aspirant exhorted the Jan. 6 mob 
moments before he did what it 
demanded, trying to block some 
states’ electoral votes.

Now, continuing his pandering 
to the most primitive portion of 
the GOP base, this Missouri Met-
ternich is opposing what no one 
is proposing — giving Ukraine a 
“blank check.” He evidently has 
not noticed the excruciating incre-
mentalism of NATO allies’ aid to 
that valorous nation.

Perhaps Hawley, advocate of 
nanny government “conserva-
tism,” has been too busy promot-
ing his plan to make the federal 
government not Big Brother but 
Big Parent, taking over parenting 
with a law against children under 
age 16 using social media.

Hawley, a caricature of a (rhe-
torically) anti-Washington dem-
agogue, is a human windsock, 
responsive to gusts of public 
opinion. An Associated Press poll 
shows that public support for aid-
ing Ukraine militarily has declined 
from 60% last May to 48% today, 
and to 39% among Republicans. 
So, Hawley says the U.S. policy of 
supporting Ukraine’s survival “has 
to stop.”

The invincibly ignorant Rep. 
Matt Gaetz, R-Fla., has 10 
co-sponsors, all Republicans, for 
a resolution calling for an end to 
aid for Ukraine. Their geopolitical 

thinking probably is of Tucker 
(“Has Putin ever called me a rac-
ist?”) Carlson sophistication.

They might eventually join 
hands across the barricades with 
some progressives who begrudge 
every federal nickel not devoted to 
feeding government-dependent 
Democratic factions. But Putin’s 
congressional caucus will remain a 
mostly Republican rump.

Putin will be disappointed by 
the caucus’s anemia. Few Republi-
can legislators would be comfort-
able in the company of the likes of 
Hawley and Gaetz. And as Senate 
Republican Leader Mitch McCon-
nell said last week, “Don’t look at 
Twitter, look at people in power. … 
Look at the top Republicans on the 
Senate and House committees that 
handle armed services, foreign 
aff airs, appropriations, and intelli-
gence.” They support Ukraine.

In 1952, Dwight D. Eisenhower 
ran for president primarily to 
protect the Republican Party and 
the Republic from Robert A. Taft, 
who had been wrong about prewar 
preparedness and about postwar 
collective security.

Taft was a formidable intellect 
and legislator whose views reso-
nated with the many Americans 
who were isolationists before the 
war and nostalgic for isolation-
ism’s comforts afterward. He 
sought the presidency three times 
(1940, 1948, 1952), winning it as 
often as Hawley will.

Will is a columnist for The Washington 
Post Writers Group.

I
t’s no accident that governors 
such as Glenn Youngkin and 
Ron DeSantis are pushing 

back against Black history les-
sons in the classroom that they 
fi nd objectionable.

They’re employing a con-
certed tactic by 
ambitious Repub-
lican politicians to 
score points with 
their base. The 
strategy is simple: 
A schoolhouse 
lesson about sys-
temic racism that 
hits too close to 
home is attacked 
as “political.” 

Apparently, Black thought 
isn’t legit unless it comes with 
a conservative white governor’s 
seal of approval. Which brings 
us to the Virginia Education As-
sociation’s Black Lives Matter at 
School Toolkit and the Youngkin 
administration’s criticism of it 
earlier this month.

When asked specifi cally what 
Youngkin objects to, Youngkin 
spokeswoman Macaulay Porter 
said:

“This toolkit clearly operates 
as a political manual at a time 
when schools and students 
should focus on recovering cat-
astrophic learning loss. The Ad-
ministration supports teaching 
all history, the good and the bad. 
Teachers’ unions are attempting 
to advocate for ‘the disruption of 
Western nuclear family’ and en-
suring ‘heteronormative think-
ing no longer exists’ instead of 
teaching fundamentals.”

Porter’s email is referring to 
a section in the toolkit outlin-
ing Black Lives Matter Guiding 
Principles, including “Queer 
Affi  rming”—“working towards 
a queer-affi  rming network 
where heteronormative thinking 
no longer exists,” and “Black 
Villages”—“the disruption of 
Western nuclear family dynam-
ics and a return to the ‘collective 
village’ that takes care of each 
other.” Other principles include 
“Empathy,” “Restorative Jus-
tice,” “Loving Engagement” and 
“Diversity.”

The VEA had replied to Youn-
gkin’s broadside in a statement 
by its president, James Fedder-
man.

“Based on how the Gover-

nor’s budget staggeringly un-
derfunds majority Black school 
divisions, you might think he 
believes Black Lives Don’t Mat-
ter in schools,” Fedderman said. 
“Budgets and actions refl ect 
values, and until he shows up 
for Black students with the re-
sources they have been denied, 
his overt political attacks will 
continue to ring hollow.”

Youngkin “seems more inter-
ested in waging culture wars to 
demonize our schools and com-
munities than the nuts and bolts 
of running our government,” 
said Fedderman, citing the 
administration’s $202 million 
math error in calculating state 
aid for K-12 schools.

Taisha Steele, director of hu-
man and civil rights for the VEA, 
states in the toolkit document 
that it is to be used “as a re-
source guide for advancing racial 
justice in Virginia’s schools.

And therein lies the problem.
“Advancing racial justice” 

have become fi ghting words, 
synonymous with critical race 
theory, for politicians pandering 
to people apoplectic at the mere 
mention of the Black Lives Mat-
ter (BLM) movement. How else 
do we explain the Youngkin ad-
ministration’s hostility toward 
a “resource guide” with sample 
lesson plans such as “How Bar-
bara Johns Helped End Segrega-
tion” and “Talking About Race 
and Racism”?

Look, this is a twofer: Youn-
gkin can attack a teachers union 
and BLM. But this attempt to 
control or suppress the discus-
sion of race in the classroom is 
the epitome of white supremacy.

In describing the toolkit as an 
attempt at “politically driven 
curriculum,” the Youngkin ad-
ministration is projecting.

His administration’s at-
tempted remake of the state’s 
K-12 history standards is rid-
dled with the fi ngerprints of 
right-wing standard bearers, 
from William Bennett, the ed-
ucation secretary under former 
President Ronald Reagan, to 
University of Virginia professor 
James W. Ceaser, formerly a staff  
member at The Heritage Foun-
dation, a conservative think 
tank.

Among the other conserva-
tive advocates enlisted for the 

Virginia draft were the Thomas 
B. Fordham Institute and 
Michigan’s Hillsdale College, 
a Christian school headed by 
Larry Arnn, who chaired a panel 
established by then-President 
Donald Trump to support so-
called “patriotic education.” 
This 1776 Commission was a 
reaction to The 1619 Project, 
which explored the foundational 
role of slavery and white su-
premacy in U.S. history. 

In Virginia, politics is driving 
a sharp right turn in our history 
curriculum. The Youngkin ad-
ministration has at turns pro-
duced a draft that was heavy on 
references to Reagan but bereft 
of mention of the nation’s fi rst 
African American president, 
Barack Obama; called Native 
Americans “America’s fi rst im-
migrants”; and did not reference 
the ongoing legacy of slavery 
and its eff ects on today’s society. 
People of color, thus far without 
success, have been demanding 
a curriculum in which their 
children see refl ections of their 
heritage.

DeSantis has more vigorously 
performed the same schtick in 
Florida in attempting to purge 
Black history and Black thought 
he fi nds objectionable. In the 
meantime, he’s appointed ac-
tivist Christopher Rufo — the 
architect of the anti-critical 
race theory movement — to the 
board of trustees of that state’s 
New College as part of its right-
wing remake.

In Virginia, the governor 
whose fi rst offi  cial action was to 
protect the feelings of white stu-
dents seems to have little em-
pathy for Black students, other 
students of color or LGBTQ 
students.

If you’re OK with a curric-
ulum shaped by the Fordham 
Institute, Hillsdale College and 
the Heritage Foundation — but 
draw a line at discussing BLM in 
the classroom — you’re the one 
pushing a political agenda, not 
the educators.

The real “political manual” in 
operation is on the whitewash-
ing of history in public educa-
tion.

Michael Paul Williams  is a 
columnist for the Richmond Times-
Dispatch.
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Freshman U.S. Sen. Josh Hawley, a caricature of an anti-Washington 
demagogue, is a human windsock, responsive to gusts of public opinion. 
Hawley says the U.S. policy of supporting Ukraine’s survival “has to stop.”

US isolationists key to Putin win

Whitewashing lessons 
is true ‘political manual’ This nation has been over-

whelmed with tragedy and the 
continuous suff ering from the 

history of what it chooses not to 
learn. Offi  cers tased, pepper sprayed 
and brutally beat 29-year-old Tyre 
Nichols during a Jan. 7 traffi  c stop, 
according to the horrifi c video foot-
age released by the city of Memphis 
on Jan. 27.

The footage, which comes from a 
SkyCop camera and offi  cers’ body 

cameras, is split into 
four devastating 
videos. Police can 
be heard yelling at 
Nichols to get out of 
his car and forcibly 
removing him from 
the car. The video 
has been described 
by law enforcement 
and attorneys for 

Nichols’ family as “absolutely ap-
palling,” “alarming” and “uncon-
scionable.”

It is my opinion that the offi  cers 
in Memphis and others who choose 
to use barbaric force do not adhere 
to the rational mindset of what ser-
vice and dedication to a community 
looks like or should be. Empathy 
and moral ethics go hand in hand 
with being a humble, dignifi ed 
community servant.

Offi  cers should not operate as a 
lynch mob, nor as judge, jury and 
executioner. Offi  cers who are sup-
posed to uphold the law should not 
be oppressors and defi nitely should 
not be operating with a gang men-
tality.

If you aren’t interested in learning 
about and positively impacting the 
community you serve, this is simply 
not the line of work for you. The 
choice to take life in any way, shape 
or form is egregious and horrifi c. We 
have seen it countless times, and it 
shatters the trust of the public time 
and time again.

The past few months I’ve worked 
on an initiative called The Empathy 
Project. [See Roanoke Times article 
“Empathy Project memorializes 
Roanoke gun violence victims,” Nov. 
16, 2022.]

I’ve sat and listened and learned 
from three diff erent families who 
have had their lives severely shat-
tered by losing a loved one to mur-
der. All three families sought justice 
for their loved ones and worked tire-
lessly with law enforcement to bring 
these murderers to justice.

Those months, for me, included 
eye-opening meetings with law 
enforcement who do care about 
serving their community. I’ve seen 
offi  cers comfort grieving families in 

these traumatic situations.
In my personal life, I’ve seen some 

offi  cers strive to work in fairness and 
in the principles of service, and I’ve 
also witnessed the narcissistic ego 
trips that are the equivalent to giv-
ing a toddler a Ferrari.

I can remember two years ago, 
here in Roanoke, during the George 
Floyd protest, there were some 
offi  cers who were protesting with 
us, but there were also offi  cers who 
were smug and hurtful.

Tyre Nichols should still be here. 
As this situation unfolds, we see 
that another vast hole has been 
created, sucking life from us and 
feeding evil, corruption and the lust 
for power.

I can’t help but wonder what he 
and others like him could have been. 
Close your eyes and think about 
how much we truly take for granted 
in just getting to our next destina-
tion unharmed.

Think about the fact that at the 
end of the day, we all have someone 
waiting for us. Life is a gift, and 
we should savor it. Some look at 
these situations as soundbites or 
opportunities to heighten careers, 
but at the end of the day, and after 
the cameras go on to the next head-
line, there is still a family grieving 
someone very special lost to more 
senseless, egregious and inhumane 
behavior that shouldn’t be happen-
ing anywhere.

The essential root of solving this 
problem is awareness. Sometimes 
I feel as if we are becoming so re-
actionary as a society that we can’t 
process or even fathom that there 
are solutions.

I choose to acknowledge the chal-
lenges we face as a society but also 
keep believing in our betterment 
because there are people who gen-
uinely care, even if there are others 
who are corrupt, jaded and hateful. 
I genuinely believe that good and 
right can and will win out.

We have to go beyond politics and 
start supporting all people instead 
of taking the easy way out by mak-
ing accusations and generalizations.

For any community to thrive, it 
is vital to have people who work to 
produce and preserve justice, love 
and genuine righteousness. Thur-
good Marshall said, “In recognizing 
the humanity of our fellow beings, 
we pay ourselves the highest trib-
ute.” 

Bryan “Harvest Blaque” Hancock is 
a Virginia-based actor, Slam poet, 
writer, Hip-Hop performer, and Perry 
F. Kendig-nominated artist who lives in 
Roanoke.

Vital that we work 
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